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ALASKA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE  
RESOLUTION #2010-02 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE ALASKA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE URGING THE ALASKA 

LEGISLATURE TO SUPPORT H.R. 2256, “PRESERVING THE AMERICAN 
HISTORICAL RECORD” ACT AND REQUESTING THAT ONCE THE ACT IS 

ADOPTED, THE FUNDS BE REDISTRIBUTED TO LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES TO 
MEET THE MANDATES OF ALASKA STATUTE 29.20.380 

 
WHEREAS, H.R. 2256, the “Preserving the American Historical Record” (PAHR) Act, 
proposes to provide formula-based funding to all fifty states for statewide projects and 
redistribution of funds to local governments, historical societies, library historical collections, 
universities, and other organizations; and  
 
WHEREAS, this bill seeks to ensure essential care of and improved access to documents and 
historical records in many forms, from paper to electronic media; and  
 
WHEREAS, under the PAHR Act, states and local municipalities would establish strategic 
funding priorities reflecting local needs for projects in the following areas: 

• Creating access tools, including archival finding aids, documentary editions, indexes, and 
images of key records online; 

• Preservation actions, such as digitization projects, electronic records archives, and 
collections assessment;  

• Disaster preparedness and recovery initiatives for essential records;  
• Educational initiatives to use historical records in creative ways, including development 

of teaching materials for K-12, college students, new immigrant populations, and lifelong 
learners;  

• Programs to provide education and training to archivists and others who care for 
historical records, in particular to ensure they are prepared both to manage the electronic 
records being created and to provide online access for public use; and  

 
WHEREAS, once adopted, the PAHR Act will provide the State of Alaska with $870,929 to 
distribute to local municipalities; and  
 
WHEREAS, the State of Alaska, recognizing the importance of municipal records, adopted 
Alaska Statute 29.20.380, which mandates that each Alaska municipal clerk comply with the 
Public Records Act and states that each clerk must “manage municipal records and develop 
retention schedules and procedures for inventory, storage, and destruction of records as 
necessary; maintain an indexed file of all permanent municipal records, provide for codification 
of ordinances; and authenticate or certify records as necessary;” and  
 
WHEREAS, while carrying out the prescribed duties, the direct financial burden of this edict 
fall solely on the municipality. 



 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Municipal League urge the Alaska 
Legislature to support H.R. 2256, the PAHR Act, and that once the Act is adopted, the funds be 
redistributed to local municipalities to further the mandates of Alaska Statute 29.20.380. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Alaska Municipal League on this 20th day of November, 2009. 
 
 
 Signed: _________________________________________________________ 
    Mayor Bert Cottle, President, Alaska Municipal League 
 
 
 Attest: __________________________________________________________ 
    Kathie Wasserman, Executive Director, Alaska Municipal League 
 

 
 


