ALASKA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE ADOPTED RESOLUTIONS

Resolution #2025-02

A resolution calling for State funding to subsidize water and wastewater operations costs in
high rate burden communities.

WHEREAS, Alaska’s rural communities experience the highest levels of water insecurity in the United States
due to the absence or deterioration of infrastructure and high operating costs, of which a significant portion is
the cost of staffing; and

WHEREAS, reduced utility revenues combined with increasing inflation make it difficult for communities to
properly operate and maintain their water and wastewater systems; and

WHEREAS, the Village Safe Water Act, in AS 46.07.020, instructs the Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation to assure that there is at least one facility for safe water and hygienic sewage disposal in each
village; and

WHEREAS, the Village Safe Water Act, in AS 46.07.050(b), gives the Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation the authority to make grants to the governing bodies of water and wastewater facilities that do
not have sufficient financial resources to operate and maintain the facility; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation has developed an Affordability Framework
to assess the ability of households in Village Safe Water program communities to afford residential water and
sewer rates, and which classifies communities as Low, Medium, or High Burden.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Municipal League calls on the legislature to appropriate $10
million for grants for the operations of village water and wastewater facilities in High Burden communities; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska Municipal League supports legislation that will increase the size of

villages that qualify for programs under the Village Safe Water Act from a population of 1,000 and under to
1,500 and under.

Adopted by the majority of AML members at the Annual Business Meeting, December 13, 2024.
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