ALASKA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE ADOPTED RESOLUTIONS

Resolution #2025-05

A resolution urging the Alaska Legislature to maintain funding for Public Libraries Assistance
Grant and the Statewide Library Electronic Doorway at least at FY 2024 levels.

WHEREAS, for decades Public Libraries Assistance (PLA) grants have supported libraries across Alaska with
$6,000 to $7,000 in annual funding; and

WHEREAS, The Statewide Library Electronic Doorway (SLED) has provided Alaskans with access to online
resources and databases for learning that would otherwise be unaffordable to their local libraries; and

WHEREAS, the budget for the Division of Libraries, Archives and Museums reduced all PLA grants to $1,829 in
August 2024 before reversing those cuts, while SLED funding has been reduced from $500,000 to $369,514 in
FY 2025; and

WHEREAS, the impacts of PLA funding cuts to libraries statewide varies from reductions in purchases of new
materials to full closure, depending on the size and funding sources of individual libraries; and

WHEREAS, loss of SLED funding means that all public libraries in the state will have to eliminate significant
online resources available to Alaska residents.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that AML urges the Alaska State Legislature to maintain funding for PLA
grants and SLED at least at FY 2024 levels.

Adopted by the majority of AML members at the Annual Business Meeting, December 13, 2024.
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