
ALASKA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE ADOPTED RESOLUTIONS

STRENGTHENING LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

Adopted by the majority of AML members at the Annual Business Meeting, December 12, 2025.

Resolution #2026-02

A resolution on Railbelt energy reliability and energy affordability and calling for time-bound 
implementation with local governments as full partners.

WHEREAS, Alaska’s communities depend on reliable and affordable energy to ensure the health, safety, 
and economic wellbeing of their residents, and energy insecurity threatens vital municipal services such as 
emergency response, education, and public facilities; and

WHEREAS, long-term energy planning is critical to maintaining the resilience of the Railbelt region, which faces 
growing concerns around natural gas supply, increasing costs; and

WHEREAS, local governments are on the frontlines of these challenges and must be active participants in 
identifying energy needs, evaluating resource options, and shaping solutions that align with community 
priorities and financial realities; and

WHEREAS, thoughtful coordination among municipalities, utilities, state agencies, and regional stakeholders 
is essential to ensure a balanced approach that prioritizes public benefit, energy security, and economic 
development across the Railbelt; and

WHEREAS, attracting new investment in energy production and infrastructure, including natural gas 
development in Cook Inlet, will require a combination of beneficial policy and reliable market conditions to 
ensure long-term affordability and energy supply; and

WHEREAS, the Southcentral Mayors’ Energy Coalition (Coalition) has been committed to exploring energy 
alternatives, assessing energy deficits, and advancing policies that reflect the shared interests of Railbelt 
communities.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that AML, consistent with the goals of the Coalition:
1.	 Supports coordinated, long-term energy planning that accounts for current and projected needs, the 

changing natural gas supply, and the need for a diversified energy mix.
2.	 Urges inclusive and transparent engagement of local governments in all regional energy decisions, 

including infrastructure planning, energy resource development, and rate-setting processes that may 
affect municipal services and residents.

3.	 Encourages investment in alternative and complementary energy options, including storage, 
renewables, efficiency measures, and distributed energy systems that can reduce dependence on a 
single fuel source and strengthen community-level resilience.

4.	 Calls for fair cost allocation and mitigation of financial impacts on municipalities and residential users, 
especially in scenarios that require major investments in generation, transmission, or backup capacity.

5.	 Affirms the need for local decision-making and alignment with municipal planning, land use priorities, 
and economic development strategies.

6.	 Commits to collaboration and regional coordination through the Coalition, working together to share 
data, align priorities, and ensure energy solutions are tailored to the unique needs and capacities of 
each community; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that AML supports and will contribute to advocacy that facilitates municipal 
participation in state and regional energy forums; supports outreach and communication around local energy 
priorities; helps identify grant and funding opportunities for energy investments and resilience; and promotes 
collaboration that leads to cost-effective, community-driven energy solutions.


