
ALASKA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE ADOPTED RESOLUTIONS

STRENGTHENING LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

Adopted by the majority of AML members at the Annual Business Meeting, December 12, 2025.

Resolution #2026-05

A resolution calling on DOT’s AMHS to implement its 2045 plan by establishing near-term 
service metrics, capital cadence, transparent performance, and community partnerships.

WHEREAS, Alaska Statutes (AS 29.45.110) require municipalities to assess property at its full and true market 
value each year, reflecting what a knowledgeable buyer would pay a willing seller; and

WHEREAS, accurate market-value assessment is vital to fairly distributing the property tax burden and 
upholding taxpayers’ trust in the system; and

WHEREAS, Alaska is one of only a few states with no requirement to disclose real estate sales prices to any 
public official, resulting in local assessors lacking direct access to the very market data needed to fulfill the 
state mandate; and

WHEREAS, the absence of mandatory disclosure leads to an incomplete and often unreliable picture of the 
real estate market, as assessors must rely on voluntary sale notifications, private data sources, and appeals to 
gather sales information; and

WHEREAS, this data gap disproportionately affects high-value residential and commercial properties, which are 
less frequently reported and thus tend to be assessed below true market value, shifting tax burdens to other 
property owners and undermining uniformity; and

WHEREAS, previous calls for full public sales disclosure in Alaska (including AML Resolution 2019-04) have 
not been enacted due to concerns raised by interest groups, indicating that new approaches are necessary to 
achieve fair assessment without triggering political opposition; and

WHEREAS, several states have successfully implemented systems for confidential sales price reporting – 
requiring that sales information be filed with assessors for valuation purposes but kept confidential by law – a 
model that could enhance assessors’ data in Alaska while respecting privacy; and

WHEREAS, Alaska’s State Assessor and professional assessment community have endorsed exploring solutions 
such as limited-access disclosure, data sharing, and improved analytical tools to meet the full-value standard; 
and

WHEREAS, advances in mass appraisal modeling, data analysis, and inter-agency cooperation now provide new 
opportunities for local and state governments to estimate market values with greater accuracy even in the 
absence of publicly disclosed sales (for example, by pooling regional sales data and utilizing income and cost 
valuation methods alongside the best available sales estimates); and

WHEREAS, ensuring assessment equity may also require policy innovations such as property class 
differentiation in taxation, which would necessitate state enabling legislation but could help correct imbalances 
between under-assessed and fairly assessed categories of property, thereby improving fairness in the tax 
system.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Municipal League (AML) urges the State of Alaska to adopt 
and support, and for local governments to consider, the following measures to strengthen property assessment 
at full market value without mandatory public disclosure of sales prices:

1.	 Enact state legislation to require the disclosure of real property sales prices to a designated public 
office (such as local assessors or a state real estate database) with strict confidentiality protections, so 
that assessors can access actual sales data for valuation purposes. This legislation should ensure the 
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data is exempt from public records and used solely to improve assessment accuracy and equity.
2.	 Alternatively, facilitate voluntary data-sharing agreements between local governments and real 

estate industry sources (e.g. MLS systems and realtor associations) to grant assessors access to sales 
information under confidentiality terms. AML could coordinate a statewide sales data repository 
where municipalities can securely contribute and access pooled sales data (including information 
gleaned from voluntary sale disclosures, recorded transfer affidavits, appeals evidence, etc.), thereby 
broadening the market information available to all jurisdictions.

3.	 Invest in and deploy modern statistical appraisal tools to bridge the data gap. This includes providing 
state assistance or funding for advanced CAMA software and training so that every municipal assessor 
can analyze market trends using the best available inputs (sales, income, and cost data). The State 
could consider partnering with expert organizations (such as the IAAO or tech firms) to develop Alaska-
specific automated valuation models that incorporate regional economic indicators and any available 
sales proxies. Additionally, consider the use of the income approach for commercial properties by 
supporting local ordinances or state laws that allow assessors to collect rental and expense data from 
commercial property owners for more accurate market valuations.

4.	 Introduce enabling legislation to permit split property tax rates or assessment ratios by property class, 
such as differentiating between commercial and residential property tax burdens. This would allow 
municipalities, if needed, to apply a separate mill rate to classes that are demonstrably under-assessed 
relative to others, in order to correct inequitable tax distribution. Any implementation of this tool 
should be grounded in objective analysis (e.g. sales ratio studies) and designed to maintain revenue 
neutrality while improving fairness (preventing one class of taxpayers from subsidizing another due to 
assessment inaccuracies). AML will work with the legislature to ensure that such classification authority 
is consistent with the Alaska Constitution and crafted to address the unique market conditions in non-
disclosure environments.

5.	 Expand the role of the State of Alaska in supporting local assessments at market value. This includes 
strengthening the State Assessor’s Office with resources to provide technical appraisal assistance to 
boroughs and cities, and to conduct periodic equalization studies that identify disparities in assessment 
levels between communities or property types; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that AML and its member municipalities commit to ongoing collaboration in 
pursuing these solutions. We will share best practices, support pilot programs (such as a trial confidential 
disclosure program or a regional data cooperative), and engage with stakeholders – including the real estate 
industry and the public – to demonstrate that these measures can improve tax fairness and transparency 
without compromising privacy. By taking these steps, local governments and the State can better fulfill 
the mandate of full-market-value assessment, thereby ensuring that Alaska’s property tax system remains 
equitable, lawful, and worthy of public trust.


