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Resolution #2026-07

A resolution calling for an accurate and full count in the next U.S. Census and calling for a 
State-Local-Federal partnership to meet community needs.

WHEREAS, a complete and accurate decennial Census is essential to fair representation, equitable distribution 
of federal and state resources, sound local planning, and data-driven decisions across Alaska’s municipalities 
and boroughs; and

WHEREAS, Alaska’s unique conditions - including remote and roadless communities, seasonal and shift-based 
workforces, widespread P.O. box addressing, language access needs, harsh weather, and group-quarters 
concentrations - require tailored outreach, flexible enumeration timing, and strong local engagement to 
achieve a full count; and

WHEREAS, AML’s Principles and Policy Statements call on the State to provide resources and technical 
assistance that enhance the capacity of communities, and to foster municipal-Tribal collaboration, both of 
which are integral to a successful complete-count effort; and

WHEREAS, AML policy supports closing Alaska’s digital gaps by improving access to affordable, high-speed 
broadband and supporting short- and long-term strategies for broadband and cellular coverage, which directly 
aid self-response options, community kiosks, and digital outreach during the Census; and

WHEREAS, the State’s commitment to provide resources and support for municipalities to better access grant 
opportunities aligns with micro-grant programs that help communities hire local coordinators, translators, and 
enumerators and to conduct culturally appropriate outreach. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Municipal League (AML) encourages every member 
municipality and borough to prepare for the upcoming U.S. Census by:

1.	 Establishing a local Complete Count Committee (CCC) (or joining a regional/Tribal CCC), designating a 
local Census lead, and adopting a Census Outreach Plan that budgets for translation, senior outreach, 
remote-site logistics, and group-quarters coordination.

2.	 Updating local data ahead of enumeration by participating fully in address and boundary programs 
(e.g., LUCA/MAF-TIGER updates, BAS), verifying group-quarters and seasonal housing lists, and 
coordinating with school districts, utilities, housing authorities, and Tribal partners.

3.	 Expanding self-response access, including pop-up response centers/kiosks at libraries, city halls, 
schools, and clinics; leveraging local media and trusted messengers; and aligning outreach with cultural 
calendars and subsistence/work seasons; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that AML urges the State of Alaska (Governor’s Office, DCCED, DOA, DOLWD, DEED, 
DHSS, DOT&PF) to:

1.	 Stand up a State Complete Count Office to coordinate interagency actions, provide toolkits, and 
convene regular briefings with municipal and Tribal governments. 

2.	 Fund local outreach through pass-through micro-grants to municipalities, Tribes, and community-
based organizations for CCC staffing, translation/interpretation, youth and elder engagement, and 
transportation for remote households. 

3.	 Support address modernization by assisting communities with E-911 addressing, GIS address-point 
creation, and MAF/TIGER updates; provide technical assistance and software/training to small 
jurisdictions. 

4.	 Recruit and retain local enumerators, including differential pay for remote duty, travel/per diem 
support, and partnerships with workforce programs and the University/AVTEC to build a statewide 
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“Census-ready” hiring pool.
5.	 Coordinate Remote Alaska operations (with Tribes, boroughs, and communities) to align enumeration 

timing and logistics with winter/spring access windows and local events, and to ensure culturally 
appropriate language access.

6.	 Expand digital access for Census response, including pop-up Wi-Fi hotspots and public kiosks, 
leveraging ongoing State broadband investments and planning committees. 

7.	 Provide legal and technical support for boundary/annexation updates, group-quarters enumeration, 
and post-enumeration review processes appropriate to Alaska’s needs; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that AML urges the U.S. Census Bureau and federal partners to:
1.	 Adapt operations for Alaska, including flexible enumeration schedules; robust local hiring; language 

services (translation and interpretation with Alaska Native languages); expanded group-quarters 
protocols; and village-based logistics support.

2.	 Fund cooperative agreements with the State and local/Tribal governments for outreach, translation, 
and rural logistics; provide early, predictable grant windows sized to Alaska’s travel and shipping 
realities.

3.	 Improve address-file and feedback tools (MAF/TIGER) and training (e.g., GUPS), simplify submission for 
small governments, and create a dedicated Small-Jurisdiction Help Desk for Alaska.

4.	 Ensure strong post-enumeration remedies, including timely Count Question Resolution and group-
quarters review windows, with clear guidance tailored to remote and seasonal housing contexts; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that AML will develop and maintain a Census Readiness Toolkit, host training and 
peer exchanges, coordinate with Tribal organizations and community partners, and advocate for resources that 
enable every Alaska community - large and small, roaded and remote - to achieve a full and accurate count.


