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STRENGTHENING LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

Adopted by the majority of AML members at the Annual Business Meeting, December 12, 2025.

Resolution #2026-13

A resolution urging the Federal and State governments to mitigate the impact of federal cuts 
to public media, libraries, schools, rural health, and public assistance and calling for renewed 

Federal and State investment.

WHEREAS, Alaska’s communities rely on a fabric of federally supported services - public media, libraries, K–12 
programs, rural health care, and public assistance - that are especially critical in a vast, high-cost, and largely 
roadless state; and

WHEREAS, Congress’ 2025 rescission of major Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) funds has left Alaska 
stations facing layoffs, service reductions, or possible closure, with Alaska outlets publicly warning of severe 
impacts and launching emergency appeals; these stations are essential for emergency alerts and rural news; 
and 

WHEREAS, federal library support through the IMLS “Grants to States” (LSTA) program provides core capacity 
to Alaska’s library system; in FY2024 the Alaska State Library received $1,276,792 in federal LSTA funds to 
advance access, literacy, and statewide services that reach rural and tribal libraries; and 

WHEREAS, Alaska’s community health centers served 110,513 patients in 2023 across 195 delivery sites - 96% 
located in rural areas - and depend primarily on federal grants and Medicaid to keep doors open in remote 
communities; and 

WHEREAS, federal Impact Aid and related K–12 supports are significant in Alaska; recent reporting shows 
districts eligible for large awards (e.g., $21 million in Lower Kuskokwim, $17 million in Anchorage) within an 
Alaska total around $119 million, underscoring the consequences of federal reductions or delays for school 
operations; and 

WHEREAS, food security programs also constitute a substantial lifeline: in FY2024, SNAP supported ~68,700 
Alaskans and brought an estimated $250.8 million in benefits into the state economy - aid that is especially 
vital in rural areas with high food prices; and 

WHEREAS, connectivity for schools and libraries depends on the federal E-Rate program and state 
coordination, which together help offset Alaska’s extreme broadband costs and maintain educational access. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Municipal League (AML) urges the United States Congress 
and the Administration to:

1.	 Restore and/or sustain federal investments in public media (CPB), libraries (IMLS/LSTA), K–12 supports 
(Impact Aid, Title I, E-Rate), Head Start/Early Learning, rural health (HRSA/CHC grants, IHS), and core 
safety-net programs (SNAP/WIC), with stability and multi-year certainty. 

2.	 Provide rural set-asides and Alaska-appropriate flexibilities to reflect high logistics costs, sparse 
infrastructure, and unique service delivery models (e.g., regional/tribal consortia).

3.	 Maintain timely obligation and disbursement for grants and benefits, with public dashboards and small-
jurisdiction technical assistance so local governments can plan and avoid cash-flow crises.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, in the event of sustained federal disinvestment, the State of Alaska should 
enact a Community Services Stabilization Package that:

1.	 Establishes a Public Media Bridge Fund to preserve emergency communications and rural news while 
federal CPB support is unresolved;

2.	 Provides LSTA-match and gap grants to keep statewide library services, interlibrary loan, and small-
library operations whole; 
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3.	 Creates a Rural Health Continuity Fund to stabilize community health center operations during federal 
grant disruptions; 

4.	 Shields schools from abrupt federal shortfalls (e.g., temporary Impact Aid backstops and broadband 
continuity for E-Rate-dependent connections); 

5.	 Ensures food security continuity through targeted state supplements or logistics support if federal 
nutrition benefits are cut or delayed. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these measures must respect municipal authority, avoid restricting local 
revenue tools, and not impose unfunded mandates; state assistance should flow in partnership with local 
governments, tribes, and regional organizations to reflect local plans and priorities.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that AML will coordinate member input, compile Alaska-specific impact data across 
the above sectors, and advocate jointly with statewide partners so that every community - large, small, urban, 
rural, and remote - retains access to the essential services that underpin health, education, information, and 
civic life.


