
ALASKA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE ADOPTED RESOLUTIONS

STRENGTHENING LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

Adopted by the majority of AML members at the Annual Business Meeting, December 12, 2025.

Resolution #2026-15

A resolution calling for a state-federal-local partnership for predictable, community-ready 
decisions to respect local authority while accelerating permitting.

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska and the Federal Permitting Improvement Steering Council have entered into 
an agreement to coordinate FAST-41 implementation and accelerate, improve transparency of, and add 
predictability to major project reviews; and Alaska’s municipalities - who plan, zone, permit, tax, provide 
utilities and emergency services, and bear near-term impacts - must be active partners in any fast-track 
approach; and

WHEREAS, AML – supported by the Denali Commission – has launched a Local Government Capacity, 
Resilience, and Community Development initiative (planning framework, governance report, and toolkit) that 
can be aligned with the State-Permitting Council effort to prepare municipalities for early, continuous, and 
effective engagement on FAST-41 projects; and

WHEREAS, the MOU framework and AML’s initiative together create an opportunity to formalize municipal 
engagement protocols, capacity-building, and timely information sharing (e.g., FIN templates, Dashboard 
updates) so local planning processes are respected and communities can meaningfully shape siting, mitigation, 
and benefits; and

WHEREAS, proposals to shorten review timelines must not truncate or preempt municipal authorities or 
planning cycles (comprehensive plans, land use and platting, rights-of-way, ports/harbors, utilities, hazard 
mitigation, capital budgeting), and must provide resources so small jurisdictions can participate without 
unfunded mandates; and

WHEREAS, predictable schedules, scoped reviews, and early issue-spotting - paired with clear municipal points 
of contact, data sharing, and transparent milestone tracking - can both accelerate high-quality decisions and 
improve local outcomes.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Municipal League (AML) urges the Governor, the 
Department of Natural Resources (OPMP), and the Federal Permitting Council to incorporate the following 
Local Partnership Principles into FAST-41 implementation and any similar accelerated processes:

1.	 Fast-track tools will recognize municipal home-rule and general-law powers and align with adopted 
comprehensive plans, zoning/platting, port and utility policies, hazard-mitigation and transportation 
plans, and local timelines for public notice and deliberation.

2.	 Establish a Municipal Engagement Protocol that begins before FIN submission and continues through 
NEPA/state permits, with clear comment windows aligned to municipal meeting calendars and a single 
municipal POC per community.

3.	 Maintain a project dashboard (state/federal) that posts schedules, milestones, data inventories, 
socioeconomic baselines, draft analyses, and response-to-comment matrices accessible to local 
governments.

4.	 Provide technical assistance and funding for small and rural municipalities to participate (staff time, 
travel, translation, independent review), and offer reasonable cost-recovery mechanisms when local 
staff support state/federal processes.

5.	 Require Local Impact & Benefits Statements addressing workforce housing, public safety/EMS, utilities 
capacity, transportation, subsistence/public access, and revenue/fiscal effects, with mitigation and 
monitoring commitments co-developed with the host municipality.

6.	 Coordinate across projects and jurisdictions to manage cumulative effects and infrastructure 
sequencing, using regional workgroups where appropriate; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that AML recommends the State and Permitting Council take the following 
implementation steps in partnership with municipalities:

•	 Name AML as the municipal liaison under the MOU framework for outreach, schedule coordination, 
and two-way information flow with member governments. 

•	 Include AML in project-identification discussions so locally significant projects are surfaced early for 
FAST-41 consideration. 

•	 Co-develop a Local FAST-41 Plan that maps municipal decision points, model timelines, engagement 
checklists, and standard conditions for common impact areas (traffic, housing, utilities). 

•	 Stand up a Municipal Technical Advisory Group to OPMP/PERMITS Council to review schedules, flag 
local conflicts, and suggest mitigation/benefits commitments aligned with local plans; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that AML commits to being a positive partner by:
•	 Publishing a Permitting Readiness Toolkit (templates for resolutions, comment letters, meeting 

calendars, local permitting checklists) and delivering training/webinars on FAST-41 and state permitting. 
•	 Issuing plain-language briefs that translate Dashboard updates and key milestones for local officials and 

the public. 
•	 Supporting regional coordination among municipalities to synchronize schedules and share technical 

resources.


