
ALASKA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE ADOPTED RESOLUTIONS

STRENGTHENING LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

Adopted by the majority of AML members at the Annual Business Meeting, December 12, 2025.

Resolution #2026-17

A resolution in support of continued federal operation of Alaska’s Bypass Mail Program.

WHEREAS, AML’s guiding policies and principles include to ensure equitable, reliable access to essential 
services for rural and remote communities; support federal programs that sustain Alaska’s year-round 
community viability and economic development; promote cost-effective intergovernmental solutions that 
recognize Alaska’s unique geography and logistics; and oppose federal actions that would reduce service, 
increase disparate costs, or destabilize rural supply chains without full consultation with Alaska stakeholders.

WHEREAS, Alaska’s Bypass Mail is an Alaska-only classification of parcel post that allows palletized shipments 
from a single seller to a single recipient to travel directly by private air carriers to off-road communities, 
“bypassing” postal facilities—an arrangement designed to ensure basic goods reach rural Alaska at affordable 
rates; eligibility includes palletized, shrink wrapped orders with a minimum weight of 1,000 pounds.

WHEREAS, the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) has recognized the Bypass Mail process in federal handbooks and 
contracting practices, reflecting that the program is integral to Alaska’s logistics and not replicated elsewhere in 
the nation.

WHEREAS, independent analyses and USPS OIG reporting have long documented how the program moves bulk 
essentials directly to rural recipients via air carriers, functioning as a lifeline in roadless regions by reducing 
handling and keeping delivered prices lower than they would otherwise be.

WHEREAS, potential USPS operational or policy changes discussed in 2025 prompted concern that Alaska’s 
Bypass Mail could face disruption or erosion, despite its unique statutory and practical role for rural 
communities; estimates put the USPS cost associated with the program at approximately $133 million in 2022.

WHEREAS, in 2025 USPS signaled or implemented adjustments affecting packages and consolidators as part 
of broader network changes, adding uncertainty for shippers and communities dependent on Bypass Mail’s 
continuity.

WHEREAS, multiple Alaska news outlets reported 2025 rate increases for Bypass Mail (on the order of ~9.4% 
in July 2025), with grocers and residents warning that higher transport costs directly raise food and household 
prices in rural Alaska.

WHEREAS, Bypass Mail underpins local commerce and quality of life across hundreds of communities off the 
road system, and its stability is essential to maintaining affordable access to food, medicine, and basic goods 
year-round.

WHEREAS, Congress has previously acted to structure and protect Alaska’s rural mail and cargo framework 
(e.g., Rural Service Improvement Act and related statutory provisions) recognizing Alaska’s unique 
transportation realities and need for dependable air service.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that AML:
1.	 Urges the United States Congress and the Administration to maintain and fully support the Alaska 

Bypass Mail program as a distinct, federally managed service essential to the health, safety, and 
economic well-being of Alaska’s rural and remote communities.

2.	 Calls on USPS, the U.S. Department of Transportation, and other relevant federal agencies to avoid 
policy or operational changes that would reduce service levels, increase costs disproportionately, or 
destabilize rural supply chains, and to consult with Alaska local governments, carriers, shippers, and the 
State of Alaska prior to any proposed adjustments affecting Bypass Mail.
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3.	 Requests Congressional oversight and, as needed, clarifying legislation or report language to sustain 
the program’s statutory footing, ensure cost-effective contracting and operations suited to Alaska’s 
conditions, and provide budgetary support adequate to maintain reliable, affordable delivery of 
essentials.

4.	 Supports data-driven transparency from USPS on Bypass Mail rates, volumes, costs, and service 
performance, so that local governments and residents can understand and plan for impacts.

5.	 Directs that copies of this resolution be transmitted to Alaska’s Congressional Delegation, the 
Postmaster General, the U.S. Secretary of Transportation, and the Governor of Alaska.


