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WHY THE ORDINANCE WAS NEEDED

The gap: the prior code did not fit the use

Title 21 had no separate land use category for modern data centers.

What the code had
Employee-based data work; 
permitted in some zones.

What data centers are
Server infrastructure with high 
power demand, cooling systems, 
and few onsite employees.

What was missing
No required check for grid 
capacity, water/sewer demand, 
noise, screening, setbacks, or fire 
systems.

The ordinance created a category that matches the actual use—and required review before impacts are locked in.
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CORE CHANGES

What the ordinance added
It created a clear use type, then attached the right review path and standards.

1. Defined “data center”
Server facilities with at least 20 MW peak electrical 
demand.

2. Distinguished scale
Small: <2,000 servers. Large: 2,000+ servers. Scale 
affects standards.

3. Set the review path
Conditional use in specified nonresidential zones; 
updated current and Old Code tables.

4. Added use-specific standards
Screening/enclosure, landscaping buffers, and 200-
foot separation from homes or other sound-sensitive 
uses.

Result: a defined lane for data centers—not a ban, and not a by-right shortcut.
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CORE CHANGES

A new industrial use
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Conditional use process

• Reviewed according to Title 21 
criteria

• Reviewed for use-specific 
standards

• Public process requirements



DATA CENTER STANDARDS

Site-specific standards for data centers
The ordinance applies targeted design and buffering standards to address neighborhood 
impacts.

Purpose: reduce visual and noise impacts and create separation from sensitive 
uses.
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Design standards
Aesthetics and noise 
buffering.

Landscaping
Where adjacent to 
residential zones.

Setbacks
Must be 200 feet from 
residential or noise 
sensitive areas.

Utility and safety
Meets utility capacity, 
fire suppression, and 
health safety criteria.



CONDITIONAL USE PROCESS

How projects are reviewed
A data center applicant must show capacity and mitigation before approval.

Application
Eligible 
nonresidential zone + 
conditional use 
application.

Required proof
Noise study + electric, 
water, wastewater, 
and fire safety 
documentation.

Impact standards
Screening, equipment 
enclosure, buffers, 
setbacks, and 
operations mitigation.

Decision
Decision-makers can 
approve, condition, 
or deny.

Required checks
• Grid capacity and peak electrical demand
• Water pressure/demand and sewer capacity
• Peak operational noise
• Fire systems and onsite power/storage
• Waste heat, water recycling, and contaminant treatment
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Bottom line
The ordinance established a proactive 
framework before a major application 
arrived.

• Defined the use instead of forcing it 
into the wrong category

• Applied conditional review in specified 
nonresidential zones

• Targeted the likely impacts: energy, 
water, wastewater, noise, visual 
screening, setbacks, and fire safety

• Requested Planning recommendations 
on next-step tools, such as overlays or 
special permits
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